
  
 
 

 
 

   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the desk of Margie B. Gillis, Ed.D. 
President, Literacy How, Inc. and Research Affiliate, Haskins Laboratories 
 
As summer wanes and the new school year draws near, weÕve been reflecting on value. On July 1, 2010, Literacy 
How, Inc. celebrated our first birthday. YouÑ our many current and future clients and colleaguesÑ have been our 
greatest gift this year. Your valued feedback will continue to inform our plans and shape the future of our collegial 
community. 

From the desk of Margie B. Gillis, Ed.D. 
 

CERTIFICATE:  
Foundations for Excellence in Literacy Instruction  

Nurturing Literacy Development—What Every Educator Must Know  
 

*Scientific Research-Based Interventions 
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FALL 2010  
Professional Growth  

NEW Opportunities! 
 

Begin by 
digging 
deeper.  
Learn how 
successful 
instruction is 
rooted in 
understanding 
literacy 
development. 
 

 

CERTIFICATE:  
SRBI* Success  

Cultivating 
 a Strong 

Literacy Team 
 

 

CERTIFICATE:  
Excellence in  
Literacy  
Instruction  
Raising Student 
Gains through  
SRBI*  
Practices  

 

Pick from  
21 courses  

Grow on by 
completing  

course work  
required for 
Certificates.  

 

 



 
From the desk of Margie B. Gillis, Ed.D. 
President, Literacy How, Inc. and Research Affiliate, Haskins Laboratories 
 
As summer wanes and the new school year draws near, weÕve been reflecting on value. On July 1, 2010, 
Literacy How, Inc. celebrated our first birthday. YouÑ our many current and future clients and colleaguesÑ  
have been our greatest gift this year. Your valued feedback will continue to inform our plans and shape the  
future of our collegial community. 
 
Thanks in part to you, we proudly offer these Fall 2010 Literacy Institute Professional Growth opportunities: 

¥ 21 courses from foundational to advanced.  Sign up for individual courses and/or take courses that  
             lead to a certificate. Courses are held at Literacy How offices in North Haven from 9 a.m-3 p.m* 

¥ Certificates endorsed by Literacy How  to recognize your knowledge and experience, empower                 
excellence in your instruction, and add value to your resume  

¥ New courses and Saturday s essions   
 
Value applies to more than our regard for something. It means getting your money’s worth for that which                 
serves your purpose. HereÕs what a first-time participant had to say:  
 

ÒÉ So many times workshops are much of the same in their format and content and participants 
 leave with a new perspective but not much practical information.  I found your workshops to be 
a refreshing departure from this.  I enjoyed the intimate setting and the ability to ask questions  
and get to know the mentors in the short time we hadÉ[The] instructorsÉwere engaging, very                    
informative and encouraged the sharing of ideasÉI will definitely be attending more of your                  
workshopsÉand will  recommend…to my colleaguesÉÓ    

Stacey Gardner, Lower Elementary Head Teacher, Washington Montessori School, Preston, CT 
 
How can you get the most value for your budget?  By understanding how literacy develops, 
you will know how to invest precious resourcesÑ money, talent, and timeÑ for maximum gain.  You will  
know how to evaluate materials and curricula based on their instructional value, not their claims.  At Literacy  
How, you will learn that instructional excellence isn’t found in one box, product, or program, but in  
districts, schools and classrooms where literacy development is understood, and scientific-based reading  
research instruction is delivered with perseverance and patience. 
 
At Literacy How, Inc., people come before profits. Helping all kids to become literate citizens, with a love of  
learning, is what drives our bottom line.  If you share this value, please join us. 
 
Best, 

 
 
P.S. WeÕd be happy to help you select courses from this catalog based on your needs and resources. 
 
P.P.S. *Do you know that we also customize our professional development offerings for schools and districts? 

If you or someone in your school is interested in finding out more, please contact Kim Herard at                        
203-239-7323 or kimherard@literacyhow.com. 
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                             FALL 2010 Professional Growth Calendar  
 
Tuesday, September 28    
Making Centers Work: Differentiated Guided Practice in Your Classroom   $165    
Suggested audience: K teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists   
Learn how to get started using the gradual release of responsibility model, appropriate instructional goals and 
objectives, optional grouping solutions, and ideas for differentiation. Participants will develop comprehensive plans 
for literacy workstations based on the unique characteristics of their school and students. 
 

Wednesday, September 29 and Wednesday, October 6  $350 for two-day course 
Teaching Students with Reading Disabilities: Multi -sensory Structured Language Instruction (MSL) 
Suggested audience: K teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Students with identified reading disabilities (RD) and or at risk for RD need the most explicit, systematic, and 
intense instruction. Their teachers must know the structure of English and how to teach it. This course will teach the 
principles and content areas associated with MSL and provide tools, techniques, and resources to get started. 
 

Friday, October 1    
Training Student Intervention Teams for Successful School-based SRBI   $165  
Suggested audience: Teachers and administrators who serve on Student Intervention Teams 
As a SIT member you need to know what SRBI is and what it should look like. Come with your team and learn 
how to use the collaborative problem-solving process to ensure that each studentÕs needs are met.   
 
Tuesday, October 5    
Phonemic Awareness: What It Is and How to Teach It   $165   
Suggested audience: Pre-K–2nd grade teachers, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Why is phonemic awareness a necessary but insufficient prerequisite for learning to read? Learn ways to engage 
children in activities that teach this critical skill to mastery. Participants will walk away with the tools and 
understanding to ensure studentsÕ success. 
 

Friday, October 8    
Advanced Word Study for Older Struggling Readers   $165     
Suggested audience: Grade 3 teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Adolescents who struggle in school benefit from targeted, meaningful, and engaging instruction in decoding and 
encoding (spelling). Teachers can ÔhookÕ students by pointing out the link between how words are spelled and what 
they mean. Rationale, resources, and references will be shared.  
 
Tuesday, October 19    
Know the Code: Explicit, Systematic, Differentiated Phonics Instruction   $165   
Suggested audience: K-3rd grade teachers, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Help your students unlock the English language by teaching the six syllable types. Participants will learn songs, 
games, and activities to engage students in word study for differentiated small group instruction. 
 
Friday, October 22    
Data Driven Decision Making: What Does it Mean and How Do I Do It? $165  
Suggested audience: Open to all 
Everyone talks about it, districts mandate it, but how do you make it work in your school and/or classroom? 
Participants will learn how to create spreadsheets, graphs, and charts to fit their needs (students AND 
administrators) so they can keep students on a trajectory of success.  
 
Tuesday, October 26   
All from One Book:  Create a WeekÕs Worth of Literacy Lessons   $185  
Suggested audience: K teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists   
Find out how to use code-patterned texts for all areas of comprehensive literacy instructionÑ including 
comprehension and vocabulary. Learn how to promote inferencing, visualizing, and predicting; how to select juicy 
vocabulary words from controlled texts; and how to develop studentsÕ oral and written narrative language skills by 
teaching text and sentence structures.  Leave with lesson plans for texts with varying readability levels.  
 



Wednesday, October 27    
Harness SpellingÕs Super Powers! The Real Magic of Spelling   $165  
Suggested audience: Grade 1-4 teachers, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Learn about the stages of spelling development and the skill sequence taught in each stage. Understand what 
spelling errors mean and learn how to empower students with the knowledge of how our language works. Powerful 
techniques, tools, and tips will be shared. 
 
Friday, November 5    
Using Assessments to Inform Instruction: Progress Monitoring That Works   $165 
Suggested audience: Open to all 
Find out how to use existing progress monitoring assessments to inform instructionÑ particularly for  
Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions. Learn how to create criterion-referenced assessments for units of study. 
 
Friday, November 5    
Marvelous Morphology: Advanced Vocabulary Instruction   $165  
Suggested audience: Grade 3 teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Come learn the rationale behind instruction in the study of Latin roots and Greek combining forms to build 
studentsÕ vocabulary and improve their spelling.  Basic knowledge, principles and components of effective 
morphology instruction will be taught and demonstrations of classroom lessons and activities will be viewed. 
 

Tuesday, November 16    
Writing is Not a Separate Subject. Write through the Year   $165   
Suggested audience: Grade 1 teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Learn how to integrate systematic and explicit writing instruction into your curriculum using your existing writing 
program. Find out how to recognize studentsÕ developmental stages of writing and the strategies and interventions 
that support writingÑ at the sentence and discourse levels. Writing assessment will be discussed. 
 
Wednesday, November 17    
Making the Most of Storybook Reading: To Students, with Students, and by Students   $165    
Suggested audience: K teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
StudentsÕ reading and writing success depends on their ability to understand story grammar and the language used 
to tell stories. Participants will learn how to teach the elements of narrative text in order to improve studentsÕ 
spoken and written language skills. 
 
Friday, November 19   
Juicy Vocabulary.  Making Words Stick   $165  
Suggested audience: Pre-K teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Learn about the essential components of robust vocabulary instruction and its relationship to overall reading 
comprehension.  Find out how to select, extend and maintain words in order to tackle the Ô30 million word gapÕ.  
 

Wednesday, December 1    
Making Sense of Expository Text   $165    
Suggested audience: K teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Comprehending decontextualized expository text often presents a challenge for struggling readers. This session will 
include current research about where the difficulties lie, as well as strategies and activities to help students.  
 

Friday, December 3    
When Tier 1 IsnÕt Enough: Evidence-Based Tier 2 and Tier 3 Interventions   $165    
Suggested audience: 1st grade teachers and up, special education teachers, and reading specialists on all grades 
When itÕs time to try something else, what do I do? Participants will learn how to match interventions to their 
studentsÕ needs. A variety of assessments will be discussed and resource materials shared for each of the five areas 
of comprehensive literacy. 
 

Tuesday, December 7    
Comprehension Begins with the Sentence: Why and How to Teach Grammar $165   
Suggested audience: 1st grade teachers and up; special education teachers, and reading specialists in all grades 
Many children with comprehension problems donÕt understand language at the sentence level. Learn how to 
improve studentsÕ reading comprehension as well as their speaking and writing skills.  
 
 



Three New Ways to Grow!  Literacy How -endorsed Certificates  
These newly designed courses of study recognize and document your professional growth at Literacy How. You 
may take courses in any order. See registration form for required and elective courses for Certificates. CEUs. 

 
4 required Foundations courses  

!  
CERTIFICATE 

Foundations for Excellence in Literacy Instruction  
                !                                                                                       !  
             + 4 more required courses                                                                              + 9 more required courses + 2 electives  
                               !                                                                                                                                      !  
                              CERTIFICATE         CERTIFICATE 
                  SRBI* Success                                      Excellence in Literacy Instruction  
 
CERTIFICATE:   Foundations for Excellence in Literacy Instruction  
Nurturing Literacy DevelopmentÑ What Every Educator Must Know  
 

In order to promote, assess, and improve literacy acquisition through  instructional excellence, team members 
and teachers need to understand why, when, and how literacy ÒtypicallyÓ develops, and what to do if it doesnÕt.  
ConnecticutÕs SRBI* framework requires strong Tier 1 instruction for all students. Educators are wise to invest 
time and money at this level; effective Tier 2 and 3 interventions are rooted in this knowledge.  
 

This Certificate is recommended for every educator:  Classroom teachers, pre-K and up; specialists (ELL, SLP, 
reading); tutors, paraprofessionals, volunteers; instructional leadersÑ principals, superintendents. 
 

This course is also designed to prepare teaching candidates  for the required Connecticut Foundations of 
Reading Test. It (or its equivalent) is a requirement for the certificates: SRBI* Success or Excellence in Literacy 
instruction (*Scientific Research-based Instruction). 
 

Value  $165/day ($150/day for students) or $600 for 4-day Certificate ($500 for students) if Certificate completed 
in academic year 2010-11. 10% discount for district or school literacy teams of three or more. 
 

Learn  the stages of literacy acquisition, the core components of literacy instructionÑ phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, text comprehension, writing and oral language; how data-driven SRBI-Tier I 
instruction is the foundation for literacy success; how to select resources and materials for their SRBI value, not for 
their claims.  
 
Saturday, October 2     
Foundations 1: Phonological/Phonemic Awareness and Print Concepts 
Learn how young children build awareness of the phonological structure of words and why these skills are 
necessary but insufficient prerequisites for learning to read. The session will also include a discussion of the 
alphabetic principle and concepts of print.  
 
Saturday, October 16        
Foundations 2: Phonics, Word Analysis, and Vocabulary Development 
Students who master phonemic awareness are ready for explicit and systematic phonics instruction. This instruction 
should include word study and analysis of word parts (i.e., morphemes) while building essential vocabulary 
knowledge and understanding.  
 

Saturday, October 30         
Foundations 3: Reading Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
This session will focus on the how-tos and whys of reading comprehension instruction and will cover both narrative 
and expository texts. Participants will also learn about the research on oral language as the foundation of reading 
comprehension.  
 
Saturday, November 6 
Foundations 4: Reading Assessment and Instruction        
This session will discuss the various types of assessment used to screen, diagnose, and progress monitor the core 
components of comprehensive literacy including phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and text 
comprehension. 
 



 
CERTIFICATE:   SRBI* Success (*Scientific Research Based Intervention)  
Cultivating a Strong Literacy Team 
 

You may complete the courses for Foundations for the Excellence in Literacy Instruction Certificate and the four 
required courses for SRBI Success in any order.  
 

Who should attend:   Instructional leadersÑ principals, superintendents, assistant superintendentsÑ SRBI* and 
Student Intervention Teams, and specialists 
 

Value  $165/day or $600 for 4-day Certificate if completed in academic year 2010-11. 10% discount for district or 
school literacy teams of three or more. 
 

Learn  how to create, lead, participate in, and sustain high-performing literacy teams and to manage the SRBI 
model for the greatest student gains.  
 

4 required courses:  Training Student Intervention Teams for Successful School-based SRBI*; Data Driven 
Decision Making:  What Does It Mean and How Do I Do It?; Using Assessments to Inform Instruction:  Progress 
Monitoring That Works; When Tier 1 IsnÕt Enough:  Evidence-based Tier 2 and Tier 3 Interventions  
 

CERTIFICATE:   Excellence in Literacy instruction  
Raising Student Gains through SRBI* Practices  
 

You may complete the courses for the Foundations for the Excellence in Literacy Instruction Certificate and the 
nine required and two elective courses for Excellence in Literacy Instruction in any order.   
 

Who should attend:  Classroom teachers (all grades), special education teachers, and reading specialists 
 

Value  $165/day   10% discount for district or school literacy teams of three or more. 
 

Learn  engaging ways to deliver SRBI-Tier I literacy instruction to students.  Take away effective lessons plans, 
materials and activities for teaching each component of comprehensive literacy. Deepen your understanding of data 
use, simplify its collection and analysis, and gain advanced word study knowledge. 
 

9 required courses:   Phonemic Awareness: What It Is and How to Teach It; Know the Code:  Explicit, 
Systematic, Differentiated Phonics Instruction; Data Driven Decision Making:  What Does It Mean and How Do I 
Do It?; Harness SpellingÕs Super Powers!  The Real Magic of Spelling; Writing is Not a Separate Subject:  Write 
Through the Year; Making the Most of Storybook Reading:  To Students, with Students, and by Students; 
Juicy Vocabulary.  Making Words Stick; Making Sense of Expository Text; Comprehension Begins with a 
Sentence:  Why and How to Teach Grammar. 
 

2 elective courses:  (A) Making Centers Work:  Differentiated Guided Practice in Your Classroom or 
All From One Book:  Create a WeekÕs Worth of Literacy Lessons and (B) Advanced Word Study for struggling 
Older Readers or Marvelous Morphology: Advanced Word Study. 

 
NOTES FOR PARTICIPANTS:  
All courses run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Literacy How, Inc., 100 Broadway, 2nd floor, North Haven, CT.  

¥ Coffee, morning refreshments and materials are provided.  
¥ We now have a water cooler! Consider bringing your water bottle to help minimize recyclables.  
¥ Bring your lunch or dine in one of many nearby restaurants.  
¥ Parking is available in our lot.  We encourage carpooling, however, to give patients priority access to the 

medical offices in the building. 
¥ Driving directions will be sent with confirmation of paid registrations. Or see www.literacyhow.com. 

 

QUESTIONS? 
¥ Contact Kim Herard at 203-239-7323 or kimherard@literacyhow.com 

 
 
*Scientific Research-based Interventions. 
 

 



                           REGISTRATION FORM                   Fall 2010  Professional Growth  
                                         

 

You may register online at 
www.literacyhow.com or mail 

completed form to       
Literacy How, Inc.  

100 Broadway, 2 nd floor  
North Haven, CT 06473 . 

 

Registration Deadline:  
Please register at least  

2 weeks  prior to course. 
Late registrations  

accepted, space permitting. "
 C

he
ck

 o
ff 

co
ur

se
s 

be
lo

w
  

Last name __________________________________ First name  ______________________ 
 
Phone ______________________ School/District _______________________________ 
 
E-mail  _________________________ Title/Grade Level__________________________ 
 
Sign up for individual courses of interest or complete courses that lead to a certificate.  
All courses run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Literacy How, Inc., 100 Broadway, 2nd floor, North Haven, CT.   
Coffee, morning refreshments, parking, and materials provided.  Lunch on your own. CEUs. 
 

 

Payment:  
Cash, check,  

VISA, Mastercard &  
Purchase Orders accepted. 

Invoice sent upon 
registration.  

 
Discounts for 3 or mo re:  
Please submit registrants’ 

forms together. 
 

Confirmation : 
Registration confirmation 

will be emailed upon receipt 
of registration form  

and payment. 
Driving directions and 
additional information  

will be provided. 
 
 

Cancellations:  
Please call us at   

203-239-7323 if you are 
unable to attend after  

you register. 
 

We highly encourage 
substitutions rather than 

cancellations.   

Credit voucher only  
(no refunds) for  

cancellations within  
7 days of course. 

No refunds given if you  
do not attend and 

 fail to notify us. 
 

Cancellations by  
Literacy How:  

We have the right to cancel 
any activity.  If necessitated 

by administrative reasons, 
confirmed registrants will be 

notified ASAP prior to the 
event date. Registration fees 

will be refunded, if applicable. 
 

Weather cancellations:  
In case of inclement weather, 

call 203-239-7323  
for a voice mail update 

between 7 and 8:30 a.m. 
Every reasonable effort will 

be made to reschedule. 
 
 

 
QUESTIONS? 

Contact Kimberly Herard 
at 203-239-7323 or 

kimherard@literacyhow.com 

 

DATES 
 
 
 
 
SAT Oct. 2 
 
SAT Oct. 16    
 
SAT Oct. 30  
 
SAT Nov. 6 
____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRI Oct. 1 
 
FRI Oct. 22 
 
FRI Nov. 5 
 
FRI Dec. 3 
____________ 
 

WED Sept. 29 
& WED Oct. 6        

___________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
TUE Sept. 28 
 
TUE Oct. 5     
 
FRI Oct. 8 
 
TUE Oct. 19 
 
FRI Oct. 22 
 
TUE Oct. 26 
 
WED Oct. 27 
 
FRI Nov. 5 
 
TUE Nov. 16 
 
WED Nov. 17 
 
FRI Nov. 19 
 
WED Dec. 1 
 

TUE Dec. 7 

 

CERTIFICATE  Foundations for Excellence in Literacy Instruction  
 

$165/course ($150/course for students) OR $600/4-day Certificate ($500 for students) if completed in 
2010-11 academic year. 10% discount for district/school literacy teams of 3 or more. 
 

Required Courses  for Nurturing Literacy Development—What Every Educator Must Know: 
  

 Foundations 1: Phonological/Phonemic Awareness and Print Concepts 
 
 Foundations 2: Phonics, Word Analysis and Vocabulary Development 
 
 Foundations 3: Reading Comprehension Skills and Strategies 
 
 Foundations 4: Reading Assessment & Instruction 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CERTIFICATE  SRBI Success  
 

$165/course OR $600/4 required course completion in 2010-11 academic year. 10% discount for 
district/school literacy teams of 3 or more. The Certificate Foundati ons for Excellence in 
Literacy Instruction  (or its equivalent) is required. All courses may be taken in any order. 
 

Additional Required  Courses  for Cultivating a Strong Literacy Team: 
 

 Training Student Intervention Teams for Successful School-based SRBI  
 

 Data Driven Decision Making: What Does it Mean and How Do I Do It?  
 

 Using Assessments to Inform Instruction: Progress Monitoring That Works 
 

 When Tier 1 IsnÕt Enough: Evidence-Based Tier 2 and Tier 3 Interventions  
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Two-day Multi -sensory Structured Language (MSL) course  
 Teaching Students with Reading Disabilities: MSL Instruction  $350/two-part course  
 
 

CERTIFICATE  Excellence in Literacy Instruction  
 

$165/course unless noted. 10% discount for district/school literacy teams of 3 or more/course. The 
Certificate Foundations for Excellence in Literacy Instruction  (or its equivalent) is required. 
All courses may be taken in any order. 
 

Additional Required and Elective Courses  for Raising Student Gains through SRBI Practices:  
(R =Required course , A =Elective course choose 1, B =Elective course choose 1) 
 

 Making Centers Work: Differentiated Guided Practice in Your Classroom A 
 
 Phonemic Awareness: What It Is and How to Teach It R  
 

 Advanced Word Study for Older Struggling Readers B  
 

 Know the Code: Explicit, Systematic, Differentiated Phonics Instruction R 
 

 Data Driven Decision Making: What Does it Mean and How Do I Do It?  R  
 
 All from One Book:  Create a WeekÕs Worth of Literacy Lessons A  $185 w/materials 
  
 Harness SpellingÕs Super Powers! The Real Magic of Spelling R 
 
 Marvelous Morphology: Advanced Vocabulary Instruction B 
 
 Writing is Not a Separate Subject. Write through the Year R 
 
 Making the Most of Storybook Reading: To Students, with Students, & by Students R    
 

 Juicy Vocabulary.  Making Words Stick R  
 
 Making Sense of Expository Text R    
 

 Comprehension Begins with the Sentence: Why and How to Teach Grammar R 



 


